Hell's Daddy Agenda – Father's Day 2012

1 Cor 4:15-17 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. ESV

Num 26:65 For the Lord had said of them, "They shall die in the wilderness." Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

If you are here and you are a father, I salute you, today.  It's huge that you are in church on such a day.  It's huge that you are in church at all, ever because there is a great plot against you being here.  There's a great onslaught against you simply fulfilling your manly duties as a father and it comes from all sides.  The Godly father, if they are to make it, must survive a continual attack that is indeed a great spiritual fight.  It takes someone truly strong and courageous to not go with the status quo and be a father.

You know as well I do the truth of the old saying, “Any fool can make a baby, but it takes a real man to be a daddy.”  The world is full of boys in man's bodies who have the offspring yet have never owned truly up to the responsibility.  There are plenty of guys around you who live for themselves and shun what should be the most important and most rewarding part of their lives.  The agenda against daddies comes first at you from secular peer pressure by the droves.

Turn on virtually any media and you're met by an attack on the seriousness and honorableness of manhood.  It sometimes sneaks up on you.  Like many parents, we read regularly to our smaller children the Berenstain Bears books and we have oodles of them thanks to Half Price Books, but I have noticed something in those books that at first is funny and then begins to bother you as you see it consistently pop up and that is that in the books Papa Bear is the idiot.  Mother is all knowing and wise and the children are a little slow to catch on but eventually get it by the end of the book, but Papa Bear never seems to quite catch on.  He only reacts angrily and seems a bit of a doofus.  There's one particular book that presents this so badly that I refuse to read it.  My wife laughed at me when I told her that I hated that one book, and I get that it's a child's book and you've got to have something to thicken the plot a bit, but yet it bothers me because it is not just in children's literature but everywhere.  There's an attack on the honorableness of being a father; an attack on the manhood of being a dad.  I don't watch these shows, but I read enough to know what's in them and from Homer Simpson to Family Guy and a great body of work in between, the man – especially the dad – is presented as the slow one.  If it takes a village to raise a child in today's world view, then the father is always the bumbling, drooling village idiot.  Mom usually gets glowing reports and a flattering pass, but dad?  Well, it's an attack on him!  

We need to realize this for what it is and be sure that we do not aid the agenda.  At its roots, this attack is Satanic and a product of hell.  Hell has an agenda against Godly dads.  Hell has an agenda against anything that speaks of God to this generation.  And though I love mom, and laud mom, and she's already gotten her due this  year, yet is not over and over God spoken of to us as our Father?  It's the most commonly used title of God and it speaks volumes to us of why our society has come to view dads as they have.  Because if hell can attack the role of fatherhood to cause children to be raised by poor examples of fatherhood, then they have successfully attacked the most enduring and most basic relationship that God desires to be to us.  If hell could somehow transform our society to produce degenerate fathers who are blowhards, unruly, irresponsible, and who disciplined with anger in their voice and love missing from their hearts, then they would set up an entire generation to have a much harder time to relate to God and to view Him more harsh and more rudely than He is.  For as you view your earthly father, so do you at least at first view your heavenly Father.  There are many here who are here despite what our earthly fathers did rather than before and that is a direct result of hell's agenda in our society regarding fatherhood.

Some of you mentioned to me recently the radio essay of the famed, late, conservative journalist and radio personality, Paul Harvey, a while back.  It was a newscast, audio article, that he broadcast in 1965.  Eerily, it is prophetic and here is the transcript: 


If I were the devil … If I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want to engulf the whole world in darkness. And I’d have a third of it’s real estate, and four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the tree — Thee. So I’d set about however necessary to take over the United States. I’d subvert the churches first — I’d begin with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: ‘Do as you please.’

“To the young, I would whisper that ‘The Bible is a myth.’ I would convince them that man created God instead of the other way around. I would confide that what’s bad is good, and what’s good is ‘square.’ And the old, I would teach to pray, after me, ‘Our Father, which art in Washington…’

“And then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting, so that anything else would appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa. I’d pedal narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. I’d tranquilize the rest with pills.

“If I were the devil I’d soon have families that war with themselves, churches at war with themselves, and nations at war with themselves; until each in its turn was consumed. And with promises of higher ratings I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames. If I were the devil I would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but neglect to discipline emotions — just let those run wild, until before you knew it, you’d have to have drug sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every schoolhouse door.

“Within a decade I’d have prisons overflowing, I’d have judges promoting pornography — soon I could evict God from the courthouse, then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress. And in His own churches I would substitute psychology for religion, and deify science. I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and girls, and church money. If I were the devil I’d make the symbols of Easter an egg and the symbol of Christmas a bottle.

“If I were the devil I’d take from those, and who have, and give to those wanted until I had killed the incentive of the ambitious. And what do you bet? I could get whole states to promote gambling as the way to get rich? I would caution against extremes and hard work, in Patriotism, in moral conduct. I would convince the young that marriage is old-fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on the TV is the way to be. And thus I could undress you in public, and I could lure you into bed with diseases for which there is no cure. In other words, if I were the devil I’d just keep right on doing on what he’s doing. . . . .” PAUL HARVEY’S ‘IF I WERE THE DEVIL’ TRANSCRIPT

And to that, I'd add, “If I were the devil, I'd attack the role of fatherhood so that I'd cripple an entire generation's ability to come to God and relate to Him!”  And that is what has been done.  Very obviously, hell has an agenda for this world and the fathers are at the forefront of the attack

Now this is, at its core, a positive message and so you have to trust me that there is an antidote to all of this.  But for us to survive and even combat this attack against us, we must clearly see what the enemy is trying to accomplish.  Men – and even ladies – there ought to be a bit of a fight in you that if something is trying to destroy you, that you are not going to take it lying down, right?  And so let me quickly point out that hell's agenda against fathers can be summed up largely in three simple points.  And realizing what the enemy is trying to bring about is the first step in wreaking havoc in their plans!  Let us realize what hell wants to bring about and then do everything within our power to bring about the opposite!  Let the Word of God and the Spirit of God reveal the essence of hell's agenda against you:

1. Hell wants fathers who aren't there.

I mentioned a few weeks ago of my reading headlines on the internet front page for news and my wife walking by and reading over my shoulder saw a picture and it said, “something that's not in this picture will make this family much more likely to fall into crime” and my wife said, “what is it?” and I didn't have to click the picture to know what it was, it was missing a father.  Perhaps you know the statistics because you've heard them here, but just by being present and sleeping in the home at night, a father's children are way less likely to ever do drugs, get pregnant out of wedlock, rob a store, or go to jail.  Just being a father who is around and never says much, yet speaks volumes to your children and society.

When my oldest started school, I remembered the words of a college professor who told me, “if you've got a little girl, go to school with them on the first day and meet the teachers who will be dealing with her.  Shake their hand firmly and look them in the eye.  Because you are telling them, this little girl has a man who cares for her and who will be keeping tabs on her.  If you have a problem with her, you can come to me, and if she has a problem with you because of unseemly conduct, you'll have a problem with me.”  I'm not trying to intimidate teachers and I walked in those classrooms with a smile on my face, but I thought about those words.  Simply by being there, I was in the minority and I was making a very definitive statement.  Just by showing up!

I was struck this week by the realization of just how many absent biological fathers there were in the early Apostolic church.  I'm not speaking of those who became father figures as Paul mentioned in our text about Timothy, but about biological fathers who were also spiritual fathers in the form of role models.  Paul became the father-like figure in Timothy's life because his father was an unbeliever.  His mother and grandmother were commended for their faith but not his father.  And so Paul had to step in and perform that role.

I think of John Mark who likewise became as a son to Simon Peter.  Peter stepped in because John Mark's earthly father was absent.  He had a believing mother but no daddy in the church or the faith.  I think of Zebedee who didn't follow the Jesus that his boys, John and James, so faithfully followed.  Their mother sure did and was faithful but dad never did.  I think of Alphaeus who fathered two disciples himself, Matthew and James the Less, and yet is never mentioned in scripture other than as a surname.  There is a bunch of mothers listed throughout scripture but the apostles had to step in and fulfill the role of fathers to the young men because there were a lot – very, very many! – missing fathers.  

That is no accident and apparently hell's agenda has been in place for a long time.  Hell wants a father who is not there and who is never there.  Hell wants a father who is absent.  Hell wants a father who gets out of dodge and shirks his duties simply by ignoring them.  And many have succumbed to the agenda, but I believe that I'm preaching to some men who want to reverse this trend and show up the devil's desires!  Anybody want to make, as my pastor used to say, “The devil mad and Jesus glad?”  Then be there!  Because most of all, hell doesn't want a father who is there!    

Now realize the great truth in all of this.  First, hell wants a father who ain't there, and then we find a second step to the plan:

2. Hell wants a father who doesn't care.

If hell cannot get the father to leave the family and be absent and live for themselves away from the unit, then it wants a father who is around and yet indifferent; the next best thing from hell's perspective is a father who is there physically and yet is absent in mind and spirit.  

I think of that scripture that I read last week of Lot in Sodom and those evil men trying to get him to release the two men who were really angels to them so that they could rape them and Lot going to the door and offering his two virgin daughters!  Oh, in my opinion they haven't made a 2x6 long enough to hit such a person on the head!  And I want to scream, “what are you thinking?”  The truth is that Lot was not thinking at least not with a godly or moral sense.  He certainly wasn't thinking as a father should think.  What he was thinking was of self-preservation.  He wanted to make sure that he would be okay and if he had to sacrifice his daughters to ensure that happening, then so be it.  His attitude, although sickening, was “do anything you want to my kids, just let me be.”  

The end result of that attitude, by the way, was that his wife was destroyed, his older daughters who were married were killed by the judgment of God and his two younger girls got him drunk and committed incest with him and produced the two nations that would become the very enemies of God's people and that God would eventually have to bring judgment upon through the hands of Joshua and David.  In putting himself first, he lost everything that should have meant anything!  And it stemmed from a father who didn't care.  He didn't care enough for his family to worry about the warning of the old prophet about leaning his tent towards Sodom.  He didn't care enough about his kids to shield them from the evil society around them.  He was willing to immerse his family in sin and to let sin immerse itself in his family and he was fine with it.  Nonchalant.  It's just harmless fun.  No biggie.  He was there, but he sure didn't care!

We see this today.  Fathers who are present and involved in their children and yet they don't really care about them.  They don't care enough to guard what they let in their home in the form of screens, audio, or printed material.  They don't care enough to put their foot down and say, “your friends may dress that way, but you're not going to dress that way!”  I can remember growing up my father going ballistic over stuff that I brought home from high school and I remember thinking, “what's the big deal?” and looking back I realize that it was just small things yet they would have likely grown into huge things.  

I remember begging my father for me to try out for the baseball team and he sat down and said, “I have nothing against baseball, son, and you'd be good at it, but look at their games and training – you have church on Wednesday night and youth on Friday and some of the tournaments hit Sundays and besides that, I know your temperament and it would consume you and God wouldn't be able to do everything that God wants you to do.”  I'd like to tell you that at fourteen years of age, I said calmly, “Gee, thanks dad for standing up spiritually for what you know to be true” but that's not what happened.  I stormed out of the room, very mad and very upset and was very aggravated about it then.  I no doubt caused my dad quite a bit of pain because he was not the most popular dad on the planet at the time, but now I look back and as an adult, I've brought that conversation up and thanked him to his face for standing up for truth.  My being in church and involved in the ministry was much more important than a game.  It would have consumed me.  And as a result other things that I began to do like music and ministry would have fallen by the wayside.  You have a pastor today because of a father who cared enough for a fourteen year old to do the right thing and not necessarily the popular thing.  Looking back, I realize that it hurt my father to keep anything away from me, but I realize that sublimally, he was telling me, “I believe in you and what God is going to do to you.”  “I believe in God's plan for your life enough to protect you and keep you from some things.”  My father became hell's worst nightmare:  a father who cares!

He eventually let me try out for the golf team and enrolled me in golf lessons where he and I could spend time together.  The golf tourney schedule never interfered with church and ministry so I could be a part of that.  Some of those hours on the driving range and course are now some of my most treasured memories of being with my father.  And as we played, sometimes – not always, but sometimes – we would talk of the Bible and God and life.  I learned to win someone to God by how my father responded to my golf instructor's questions about our church.  My father, as most of you know, was not my biological father, but he was a daddy in the fullest and greatest sense of the word.  And he was hell's worst nightmare:  a father who was there and a father who cared!  

Are there any here today?  Are there any of those who fathers who would like to stop being attacked and on the defensive and who would like to stand up and go on the offensive?  Anybody here who wants to be hell's worst nightmare?  Be there and care enough to take a stand for truth!  Guard your house!  Guard the direction of your house!  Guard where those in your house are headed!  Oh, hell's getting nervous just from some of you thinking about possibly standing up.  Care enough to be godly and set some boundaries!  Care enough to say, “world, you cannot have my children!  And you cannot just do anything you want with them!”  It's time to kick out Lady Gaga and enter Daddy Godly!  Do you not care?  Why would you just sit there while the world has its way with them?  The antidote of all Paul Harvey predicted is for a father to stand up and be a father!  It's not just about you!  Be a father who cares!

_____________________________________________________

Hell wants a father who ain't there and hell wants a father who doesn't care.  And if that doesn't work, then hell will do its best with one more shot:

3. Hell wants a father who does not bear.

I don't mean “bear” as in growl and huff and puff just because somebody ate from your porridge cup or sat in your chair, but “bear” as in bear the fruit of the Spirit.  If hell can't get you absent and if hell cannot get you indifferent, then it desperately wants you to sell yourself short of the full promises and calling of God for your life.  If you must be present and must care, then it doesn't want you to bear full fruit of what God could do with your sphere of influence.

Is this not the theme song of an entire generation in the wilderness of Moses' day?  An entire generation of daddies – except for two – doubted God's word, refused to step into the fullness of God's promises, and died in the wilderness.  Our text said:

Num 26:65 For the Lord had said of them, "They shall die in the wilderness." Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. ESV

Think of it:  only two sons left who became fathers of the next generation.  Do you realize that truly all those of Caleb and Joshua's generation who were over the age of twenty at the time of their doubt truly died before they entered in?  Think of that – that means that when Joshua led the people of Israel over into the Promised Land that there were exactly two older fathers in the entire nation.  All the rest of them died far short of what God had planned.  Everybody except two gave in to hell's agenda.  

I think of Terah, the father of Abraham.  Go back and read it, did God not call Terah to follow Him too?  Did he not heed the call at first?  Did he not leave Ur just as his son did?  And yet Terah stopped short of the promised land while Abram kept going.  Oh how differently things might have been and how much heartache Abraham and Sarah might have been spared had Terah not sold himself short and been a dad who bore the full fruit of all that God wanted to do.  But Terah, like so many fathers, stopped short.  He was there and he cared to a point, but he stopped moving forward before the full fruit of God's calling and will was produced.  I preach to some of you today:  hell has an agenda in your life and if it cannot get you to not be there, and if it cannot induce you into a spiritual slumber of nonchalance, then it will at least do its best to keep you from reaching fully everything that God has for  you and there is a reason for this:

God only needs a few fathers to turn the tide of hell's agenda.  

If I did not believe this, I wouldn't be preaching today!  There is hope and there is a remedy for hell's attack and the remedy is one or two fathers standing up and fulfilling their God-given role.  In our text in Corinthians, we read where the Apostle Paul wrote:

1 Cor 4:15-17 For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. ESV

In context, he meant that you have a lot of people influence you and teach you in the things of God, but not many take on the role of a spiritual father.  Yet that phrase, “you do not have many fathers” is iconic of another truth in that there are very few men who assume the responsibility and roles.  But on the flip side even though we “do not have many fathers” what a great and tremendous difference that those who have embraced fatherhood in a Godly way have made!  Perhaps hell's agenda against daddies is so pronounced because they know that only a few men being what God has called them to be in this area could make a huge, huge impact in the spiritual world and eternity!  

It is very telling that when men become spiritually mature and empowered by God greatly in their lives, that they always become father figures even if they have never produced biological children.  The closer you get to God, the more you want to thwart hell's agenda and the wiser you get, the more you will realize that this is best done by taking someone under your wings and being a father to them.  That's what Paul did with Timothy and Titus.  That's what Peter did with John Mark.  That's what Jesus did with Matthew and James the Less.  And what a world of difference just one or two Godly fathers made!  That's why hell is so against godly fathers because it only takes one or two to completely transform the world around them!  It only takes a few to become more like God and less like the world to overcome!  Because young people – though they don't want to hear it – will eventually copy and become like those whom they learned from in a parental role.  They will become imitators of you.  Not of what you say, but of what they see you do and become.  Oh, it's time to stand up and be the fathers that God has called us to be and just a few can make a huge difference! 

And so I come back to our strange text in Numbers:

Num 26:65 For the Lord had said of them, "They shall die in the wilderness." Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. ESV

Is it not interesting that at this point in scripture this is the only Caleb and this is the only Joshua and yet the Bible makes it a point over and over again to say that they were “Caleb the son of Jephunneh” and “Joshua the son of Nun.”  The scripture does this for a reason and it's likely to tell us that their fathers had a huge part in what they became.  Fathers, you cannot underestimate your influence.  Even when it seems that the world says you're the bumbling dope and your children think you're out of touch, yet you wield more influence than you think!  You are setting your children to either die in the wilderness or conquer the promised places of God!

Again, in a generation of fathers who were lacking in spiritual fruit and faith, Caleb and Joshua, stood out and stuck out in a good way.  Only Caleb and Joshua got to taste of the goodness of God in their generation.  And despite being surrounded by negativity and sinfulness and doubt and pessimism and being attacked by the multitudes in slander and gossip, yet Joshua and Caleb stood strong and were blessed!  Peer pressure?  Joshua and Caleb were just two men in the entire nation of several million and yet they turned the tide towards God and His promises.  

And this is profound in that both men are linked to fatherhood in a positive way.  Both men were active fathers and fathers who were there and who cared.  And both became men who saw the full fruit of God born out in their lives.  Joshua, after God used him to lead Israel into the Promised Land, went back to being a father with these words:

Josh 24:14-15 "Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." ESV    

I like that for it is the positive declaration of a father with a made up mind to stand up for God and against hell, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  “As long as I'm living, this is how it will be” and such a father utterly changed the course of an entire nation.

Caleb at eighty plus years of age killed those giants and his daughter and son-in-law became giant killers too and his daughter shows up in scripture as wanting more of God's blessings and thirsting for the fullness of what God could give in boldness and courageousness.  There's a reason that those stories are in the Bible because they show that Caleb's fatherhood was impacting.  

Just two fathers left in all of Israel and yet those two fathers took an entire nation into everything that God had for them!  

Just two fathers...  Just two fathers!  

Hell has an agenda and we've spent enough time documenting that, but if God could just have one or two of you here today decide, it doesn't matter what my father was like, as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!  Or if you are like Joshua in that you are the “Son of None” and you never had a daddy figure in your life, yet you've made up in your mind, “I'm up to the challenge and God will be with me, let's influence a county and a nation through my family!”  There is a place for you!  You may never preach a sermon behind a pulpit but you preach sermons everyday by your actions.  You may never pastor a church of a flock of people, yet a small congregation is affected everyday by the epistle of your lifestyle.  What are they seeing? What are you telling them about God?  And where are you taking them?

Hell's agenda against daddy's is so pronounced because it knows the great power of true fatherhood.  All of eternity was lost for hell when our God took on the role of fatherhood and moved upon a woman to produce the Son of God!  All of the kingdom of God on earth can be changed if someone here today would stand up and be a Godly father to a new generation.  The great truth is that God needs just a few fathers to completely thwart hell's best agenda against the church.  Are you here?  If just one or two get it today, then this message was not time wasted.  Come on, daddies!  Come on, men, there are boys who need father like figures whether you have biological children here or not.  Teach them to pray; teach them to worship; teach them to be true men of God!  There are some things that they will never learn from their mothers only.  And hell knows it.  Be there, be sure to care, and let the Spirit cause you to bear fully what God has for you!  God only needs a few! 

